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SUBJECT: GUYBAU WORKERS STRIKE AT LINDEN 

1. THE GUYANA CHRONICLE (DECEMBER 10, 1976) HAS REPORTED 
THAT WORKERS AT THE GUYANA BAUXITE COMPANY'S (GUYBAU) 
LINDEN COMPLEX HAVE GONE OUT ON STRIKE. GUYBAU WORKERS 
ARE REPORTEDLY DISSATISFIED WITH THE 6 PERCENT WAGE 
INCREASE NEGOTIATED BY UNION OFFICIALS LAST WEEK. AN 
EMERGENCY MEETING BETWEEN UNION (GUYANA MINE WORKERS' 
UNION) OFFICIALS AND GUYBAU OFFICIALS WAS HELD YESTERDAY 
(DECEMBER 9). APPARENTLY, NO SETTLEMENT WAS REACHED AT 
THIS LATTER MEEING. THE CHRONICLE ALSO REPORTED, HOWEVER, 
THAT QUOTE SELF-APPOINTED LEADERS UNQUOTE WERE KEEPING 
THE STRIKE ORDERLY. 

2. GUYANA'S ECONOMY CAN LITTLE AFFORD A MAJOR STRIKE IN 
THE BAUXITE INDUSTRY. WITH FOREIGN RESERVES 
DEPLETED, RICE AND SUGAR EXPORT EARNINGS FAR BELOW 
ANTICIPATED LEVELS, BAUXITE REVENUES ARE MUCH 
NEEDED TO PAY FOR NECESSARY CAPITAL IMPORTS AND 
REQUIRED DEBT REPAYMENTS. THE STRIKE ESPECIALLY 

FLIES IN THE FACE OF THE CURRENT GOG CAMPAIGN TO 
INCREASE PRODUCTIVITY AND "TIGHTEN OUR BELTS." 

WHILE NO OFFICIAL DATA IS AVAILABLE, THE RATE OF 
INFLATION FOR THIS YEAR WAS PROBABLY AROUND 
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TO CUT FOOD PRODUCT SUBSIDIES WILL INCREASE THE 
PRICES OF SOME BASIC COMMODITIES BY 40-50 PERCENT. 

THUS, THE PREVIOUSLY NEGOTIATED 6 PERCENT PAY RAISE 
CANNOT BE SEEN AS A REAL WAGE INCREASE. SOME 
SOURCES INDICATE THAT GUYBAU WORKERS WILL NOT SETTLE 
FOR LESS THAN A 10 PERCENT PAY RAISE. 

3. COMMENT: AS INDICATION OF HOW SERIOUS GOG VIEWS 
STRIKE, EMBOFF HEARD THAT OVER FORTY HELMETED 
TACTICAL POLICE WERE SENT TO LINDEN TO PROTECT UNION 
LEADERS AND PROPERTY, PRESUMABLY FROM DISSATISFIED 
WORKERS. THIS MAY ACCOUNT FOR CRYPTIC MESSAGE 
REPORTED IN PARA ONE ABOUT SELF-APPOINTED LEADERS 
KEEPING THE STRIKE ORDERLY AND PREVENTING VIOLENCE. 

IN ANY EVENT, GOG WILL WANT THIS STRIKE SETTLED 
QUICKLY. 

MCCOY 
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